78	ECONOMIC HISTORY
shire domestic system, and the industrial mechanism of the
North was not so sensitive as in the West to the free play of
economic forces. If there were no immediate sale of their
goods, those whose credit enabled them to obtain wool kept
on their men and accumulated stock as long as they could x.
The Yorkshire clothier prided himself upon the fact that it
was exceptional to discharge a workman for want of employ-
ment. " Winter or summer, bad trade or good, we go on
straight forwards", whether their stock was sold or left on
the shelves2. In the West Country the concentration of
industry in the hands of large capitalists increased the
danger of unemployment, but in the North " any sudden
stoppage of a foreign market, any failure of a great house,
or any other of those adverse shocks to which our foreign
trade especially is liable in its present extended state, has
not the effect of throwing a great number of workmen out
of employ as it often does when the stroke falls on the capital
of a single individual". The loss was spread over a wide
surface. " It affects the whole body of the manufacturers,
and though each little master be a sufferer, yet few if any
feel the blow so severely as to be altogether ruined. More-
over ... in such cases as these they seldom turn off any of
their standing set of journeymen, but keep them at work
in hopes of better times " 3.
(ji.) £tymz- In the eyes of contemporaries the outstanding merit of
portunlty. ^e Yorkshire domestic system—apart from the friendly
relations between masters and men—was equality of oppor-
tunity. It was considered one of the ' eminent advantages '
of the old industrial society that it gave every workman a
chance of rising in the world. In the North Country it was
not difficult for any wage-earner in the woollen industry
to become a master. Every journeyman, who was careful
and persevering, worked with the idea of saving up money
and then setting up on his own as soon as he could 4. " When
I only got ten shillings a week ", said a successful clothier,
who began with one loom and ended with twenty-one, " I
1 Parliamentary Papers (1806), iii. 7-8, 71.	2 Ibid. 33, 117.
8 Ibid, page 10 of the Report;  15 (Minutes).
4 Ibid. 130; Tucker, Instructions (ed. 1757), 24.

